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Isle Off Africa About to Undergo

a Placid Upheaval

ByJOSEPHLELYVELD _

' Special to The New York Times .

PORT LOUIS, Mauritius, June 9 —
The American image-makers hired to
save the job of the venerable Prime
:Minister who has been in office for the:
jlast 22 of his 8 years have hurriedly de-
:camped from this Indian Ocean island,
‘apparently to avoid charges that they
;were “foreign mercenaries” recruited-
{by the Central Intelligence Agency.
; Simultaneously, the Prime Minister's
Imain challenger, who is 45 years :
.er, seems to have effectively ridiculed a*
jlast-minute effort to document accusa.’
jtions that heisa of Libya. Thus
1this polyglot nation of nearly one mil.
lion now seems almost certain to ac-
complish something when it votes on
Friday that no other member of the Or-
{ ganization of African Unity has done for
~alongtif1fne. ueve;lt;eég;en,gangfthatls to
‘bring off a peace e of govern-
ment at the ballot bax. .

The charges and coun of
foreign interference have helped to off-
set the sense of being taken for granted
that.cazguwim all the think-tank theo- i
rizing t the strategic significance
of the Indian Ocean and the big Ameri.
can military buildup on Diego Garcia, a
British-owned island that Mauritius
claims as part of its birthright as an in-
dependent nation.

Relying on Hindu Vote

More will be heard of these claims in
international forums and possibly even
at the International Court of Justice if,
as expected, the patriarchal Prime
Minister, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoo-
lam, is swept from office by the Mili-
tant Mauritius Movement. Nearly 70
percent of all Mauritians are of Indian
origin, but the language of politics and

¢

the nearest thing to a lingua francaisa -
Creole dialect derived from French. In

its election manfesto, the opposition
partyedpromiss to be fiercely non-
aligned.

Sgirr Seewoosagur, a former physician
who came to power in the pre-independ-
ence period with the support of trade
unions that he subsequently lost, is now
relying on the rural Hindu vote to save
him from a humiliating landslide. He is
also relying on charges that the opposi-
tion is controlled by ‘‘Communists”
who will do away with parliamentary
dermocracy.

“Once a Communist, you don't
change,’” the Prime Minister said in an
interview. He was talking about Paul
Bérenger, the 37.year-old secretary
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.island and stayed French during
:tury and a half of British colonial rule
“that followed the Napoleonic wars, Mr.
: Bérenger will not be the Prime Minister,

- Mauritius Movement. That

general of the opposition party who had
1962 in the stadent Hong. o e
in the student t bri
convuised France. . =y
Mainly because he derives from the
nation’s smallest and most privil
minority, the French mercantile and
sugar-planting elite that stayed on the
a cen-

in a government led by the Milmnt'
t0 Aneerood J uth, r:)laewmgo

ugna a of
Hindu origins who was brieﬂy‘l:h?.:ister
of Labor in Sir Seewoosagur's Govern-
ment 15 years ago before on
what is now being presented as an issue
of principle.

Aitc:llm conferences, Mr. J
typically answers questions first and
then lapses into silence as Mr.
amplifies and occasionally corrects his

Basic Issue Centers on Jobs

The basic -promise that the Militant
Mauritius Movement makes has to do
not with ideology or the country’s inter.
national stance but jobs. Ten thousand
young people come on the job market
each year and, especially in the last few i
years, not many of them have foungd !
work. With sugar at its lowest-price in i
rears, the Government has had littie

ecway in economic matters, but Mr,
Bérenger has sold the idea that the -
elimination of waste, nepotism and tax -
evasion can make a difference.

_Sir Seewoosagur, whose office is be-
sieged every morning by scores of
young job-seekers, complains that the
younger portion of the electorate is too
young to appreciate all he has done over
the years to create employment, |

though Mauritius has been

: remarkably
_successful  in

population
-growth, he also had to acknowledge,
““There is no house in which there is no
unemployment.” -

The force of economic frustration has
been enough to erode the ethnic basis of
politics on the island. The Militant Mau.
ritius Movement appears to draw sub-
stantial support from Creoles, Hindus
and Moslergs with only thelsmall Chi-
nese mino icuously miss

~ fromits ranksty consP v ing
i Another force undermining commu-
{ nal politics, it appears, is television,
| which is seen by most of the electorate,
i either in community centers or private
' homes. And it was here that Sir Seewnn.

Sagaur’s backers hopedl to turn the tide,
With the help of imported expertise rep.
resented by a group headed by Joseph
Napolitan, a Massachusetts consuitant
who ran the television side of Hubert H.
gg:PWS campaign for President in
+ Portrayed as Worid Statesman

Mr. Napolitan has introduced
freeze frame to the

stand on Diego Garcia, - y compiiant

Today an opposition publication
called Ltes Nouveau Mmugtub printed
documents py rting to show that Mr,
Napolitan ha?lrgmhiredbya Manhat. |
ulysgt.s eogpanmélhednmbnc Affairs Ana. -
. c., A%
usedasa C.1.A. “cover.” B chen

The C.IA.
neutralize the impa

faka,"Mr.Bémg
discrepancies in dates. He also con-
tendedthattheeaglecnmtwassup-
posed to be a Libyan letterhead was
pointed the wrong way and noted that
mxfhx;pulrpoxmmd -
'to make a Moslem d of securt

services and Creole the ngt.ieonal lan-

.{guage — were calculated to arouse

Hindu fears, :

Today his party was due to present.
eriegque of Cgai'Ag': in;olvement in the
election cam ut changed
mind, Mr. Bérenger said, to preserve
its “cordial relations” with the Amerj-

jcan Embassy. Another factor

may have
bee_ntheexposmofanattempt{ythe
political editor of Le Nouveau Militant
toforgea C.I.A. document.
At the news conference called to ex-
pose the C.IA, Mr. Jugnauth an.
nounced that the editor had been ex.

pelled from the party.



